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Weekly Bulletin: Sunday 27 November 2022
First Sunday of Advent – Year A
Being the Good News … by Promoting God’s Hospitality

inviting the participation of Everyone, guided by the Holy Spirit! Two Parishes and ONE Mission

Readings this week: Is 2:1 – 5; Psalm 121; Rom 13:11 – 14; Mt 24: 37 – 44.

Gospel Reflection ~ Greg Sunter
The first Sunday of Advent sees the commencement of the new liturgical year. This new liturgical
cycle is referred to as Year A and features the gospel of Matthew. (Year B features the gospel of Mark
and Year C, that we have just completed, features the gospel of Luke.) Advent comes from the Latin
word Adventus which literally means ‘coming’; it is also reflected in the Greek word Parousia, which
is used to describe the second coming of Jesus. So Advent is a time of preparation and anticipation of
the coming of Christ into the world that is celebrated in the Nativity at Christmas. The gospel passage
chosen for today’s reading richly expresses that anticipation and need for preparation. It may seem a
little confusing that we begin our year-long exploration of the gospel of Matthew by taking a reading
from chapter 24. However, the need for readiness and alertness that Jesus speaks about in relation to
the coming of the Kingdom is equally suitable for a modern audience when preparing to celebrate once
again the coming of Jesus into the world. Jesus is the best expression of the Kingdom that we have yet
experienced and so rather than seeing the choice of this passage as a confusion, we should recognise
the alignment that exists between the anticipation of the Kingdom and the anticipation of the Nativity.
The two great feasts of Christianity – the Nativity and Easter – are each preceded by a period of
preparation: Advent and Lent. The emphasis of these seasons is on the mental and spiritual preparation
to fully enter into one of the great mysteries of faith. In the Nativity, we celebrate God become human;
God present in the world in a physical way. Advent is a time to remember the many and varied ways
that God continues to be present in the world.
Gospel Focus – Get Ready! Jesus draws a parallel between the people in Noah’s time and the people
of his own time. What it reflects is a complacency that periodically overtook the Jewish people. When
the people bound themselves to God in covenant their lives gradually became better. Inevitably, their
lives improved to such a state that they forgot God was responsible for their blessings. They ignored
their relationship with God and became complacent about their good fortune. Ultimately, their comfort
was brought to an end and they recognised once again their need for God. Jesus calls the people to get
ready because the pattern is repeating itself.
Scriptural context – Burglars in the night: The teachings and sayings of Jesus reveal him to be a
clever public speaker and story teller. His use of imagery and language captivated the imagination of
his audience. However, we have tended to endow his every word with awesome significance and layers
of meaning. Today’s reading is an example where Jesus used a confronting image simply to gain his
audience’s attention. He does not intend to suggest that God sneaks up on us like a burglar and is
seeking to catch us out. The image conveys the need to prepare for what might happen unexpectedly.
Historical Context – The Advent Wreath: One of the major symbols of the Advent season is the
wreath. The encircling wreath is symbolic of God without beginning or end and the green foliage
represents our hope in God. There are usually five candles in the wreath, a central white candle
representing the light of Christ that came into the world and then four outside candles that are usually
purple and rose coloured. The first candle is generally symbolic of Hope and Expectation. The third
candle – the rose or pink candle – celebrates the Joy that is anticipated in the coming of Christ. The
progressive lighting of the candles marks the journey towards the Nativity.
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Prayer to Saint Timothy
O God, who adorned Saint Timothy with
apostolic virtues, grant, through his
intercession that, living justly and
devoutly in this present age, we may
merit to reach our heavenly homeland.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your
Son, who lives and reigns with you in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for
ever and ever. Amen.
Patron Saint of stomach and intestinal
disorders.

Prayer to
Saint Luke the Evangelist
O St. Luke, you were chosen to reveal in
preaching and writing God’s love for the
poor. Moved by the heavenly Spirit of
Love, you detailed the life of Jesus,
showing His divinity and His genuine
compassion for all human beings. Help
those who already glory in God's name
to persevere in one heart and one mind,
and inspire all people that they may
hear the Good News of Salvation. Amen
Patron Saint of artists, physicians,
surgeons, students and butchers.

WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER this weekend all who are sick, Toni Plevier,
Karen Jackson, Bernardine O’Meara, Kathryn Holmes, Therese O’Donoghue,
Ed Perkins, Stewart Davis, Will Barclay, Ethan Nash, Ron Johnson, Pat Grant and
all those Parishioners unable to be among us this weekend. For those who died
recently, for the People we remember: for the causalities of war in Ukraine and
for those whose anniversaries occur about this time Rev Charles Mayne SJ,
Arthur Grealy, Maria Casano, Vita and Felice Boccacci, Minetta Moccacci,
Eloide Leonardi, Mary McEwan and Jack Taya. May they rest in peace.
LITURGICAL CALENDAR THIS WEEK: Advent ~
Wednesday: St Andrew, apostle; Saturday: St Francis Xavier,
priest. Masses this weekend: Preface of Advent I, Eucharistic
Prayer III, Eucharistic Acclamation III.
ST & SL ADVENT PILGRIMAGE: WHAT IS A FOLLOWER OF CHRIST
is now available from the Priest’s Sacristy for $5 each. This is a 28 Day Reflection
Resource for Advent or anytime during the coming year.
SL: MARGARET GEARON’S HISTORY OF THE PARISH & SCHOOL PART
II is available via subscription. Please advise the Parish Office via emailing
blackburnsouth@cam.org.au and a soft copy will be forwarded to you by
return email. Hard copies too will be made available as soon as they are
returned from the Printer. You may also like to ring our Office Telephone
Number and leave your necessary snail mail postal information please.
ST & SL THE SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL’S FLOOD APPEAL for
those who have been affected by these devastating floods particularly in the
north of the State. Contributions can be made by: Calling 13 18 12 or visit:
Vinnies Vic Flood Appeal 2022.
SL: ST V.de P. CHRISTMAS CARDS AND 2023 COLUMBAN
CALENDARS are now available from our Church Foyer/Narthex. Parishioners
are invited to place a Donation for Christmas Cards Pack and for 2023
Columban Calendars into the St V. de P ‘hole in the wall’ please.
SL: 60TH ANNIVERSARY WINES FOR OUR PARISH: To celebrate this
occasion both RED & WHITE wine (both a good vintage) is available from the
Parish Office for Parishioners to purchase. Please contact the Parish Office at
your earliest convenience. Bottle $15, 2 Bottles $25, 6 Bottles $75, 12 Bottles $140;
(Will mix, red/white).
A PARISH COLUMBARIUM has been established at SL and work at ST will
commence when the Worker(s) are able to begin there. Please have a look
along the exterior back wall of our Parish Church at your convenience. Costs
of establishing it, building the plinth, all the necessary materials and the labour
for all the ingredients to do what Parishioners have requested works out at
about $4000 a unit.
MELBOURNE CATHOLIC: Christian discipleship calls us to be witnesses to
Jesus, dying to ourselves so that Christ’s love can be made known. Sometimes
these acts of witness are small, and other times they cost us more, but our
witness is always outward-looking, making Christ more credible to a sceptical
world. The costs and joys of Christian witness.
A VOCATION VIEW: Let us go rejoicing to the House of the Lord! In God’s
House is found true joy, blessed are those called to minister in His Temple. (Psalm
122)
STEWARDSHIP CORNER: “Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on
which day your Lord will come.” Matthew 24:42 People who have had health
issues or near-death experiences generally have a greater appreciation for
each day being a gift from God. The rest of us usually take for granted that we
will be around tomorrow. But when you start to look at each day as a gift, you
realize all the little miracles that happen daily and you begin to see God’s
active presence in your life. You grow in gratitude, each day, for all that we
have been given. (ST: Weekly First Collection Presbytery: $394.90; Thanksgiving
Stewardship Envelopes this week: $441.35; Vietnamese Donation: $346.10;
Monthly credit card and direct debit donations to Stewardship and Presbytery
$1,815. SL: Last week’s Church Stewardship Envelopes $537; Last week’s
Presbytery Stewardship Envelopes: $494; Monthly credit card and direct debit
donations to Stewardship $2850 and Presbytery $2390).
WE ACKNOWLEDGE THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS who have
walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge
the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the
ongoing journey of Reconciliation.

by Promoting God’s Hospitality

Weekend Parish Ministry Roster
MINISTERS OF THE WORD
Saturday
Sunday

27 AND 28 NOVEMBER

3 AND 4 DECEMBER

6:00 PM ST
8:30 AM SL
9:00 AM ST
10:30 AM SL

Godfrey Thong
Maria Deayton
Darren McLean
Daphne Hickman
Mike Yore

Bernie Brennan
Patrick Kelly
May McKeown
Martin Harris
Margaret Gearon

5.00PM ST

Dieu Nguyen &Tuyet Nguyen

Hoa Nguyen & Van Truong

6:00 PM SL

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST
27 AND 28 NOVEMBER
Saturday
6:00 PM SL
Sonya O’Farrell
6:00 PM ST
Margaret King
Sunday
8:30 AM SL
Megan McLean
9:00 AM ST
Chin L Tay
10:30 AM SL
Marg Yore
5.00PM ST
Hoang Nguyen

3 AND 4 DECEMBER

Godfrey Thong
Volunteer
Melina Barcellona
Laura Cigana
Val Gardiner
Hung Dinh

SLIDE OPERATORS
Saturday
Sunday

6:00 PM SL
6:00 PM ST
8:30 AM SL
9:00 AM ST
10:30AM SL
5:00 PM ST

CHURCH FLOWERS SL

27 AND 28 NOVEMBER

3 AND 4 DECEMBER

David Prabha
Michelle Chen
Melina Barcellona
Yee Family
Manny Gonzalez
Toan Tran

Tony Lobo
Michelle Chen
Rosemary Donaldson
Yee Family
Manny Gonzalez
Toan Tran

CHURCH CLEANING SL

MAINTENANCE SL

3rd Dec.– Val’s Team

Darren McLean

No flowers during Advent

Val Fogarty, Jim Fogarty,
Anthony Fernandez, Bianca Broccio
& Maureen Davis

CHURCH FLOWERS ST

CHURCH CLEANING ST

No flowers during Advent

10th

Dec.– 2pm

Toan Tran, Dao Dinh,
Hieu Nguyen & Dieu Nguyen

COUNTERS ST

This week Team 3:
Peter Deayton & Lester Steele
Next week Team 4:
Kelvin Chen & Michael Yii

THE JOURNEY THIS WEEK: Fr Chima Ofor’s Gospel reflection for Advent
week 1 – Stay Awake Keep Watch! Mother Hilda wonders who consoles God
when he has his heart broken. Extra Advent reflections from Fr Sean Cullen and
Darren McDowell, Doug Black from Men Alive on men’s spirituality, isolation,
floods and the Refuel strategy, and more great music!
CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES VICTORIA: Addressing Domestic Violence
Together: Upcoming Opportunities ~ With the 16 Days of Activism Against
Gender-Based Violence kicking off on Friday 25 November, we wanted to
draw your attention to some opportunities that highlight the need to address
domestic violence and to stand with those who are impacted by it's effects,
garnering the energy for a better future for our communities.
MAJELLAN FAMILY MEDIA: Advent. A time of preparation, waiting and
hope. But what are we really preparing for; waiting for; hoping for? For each
of us the answers will vary. We have all travelled different paths to be where
we are today and so our needs and hopes are different. Our Advent journey
begins ?
CSSV NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER: Connecting with Our Values ...
VIGIL MASS FOR WORLD AIDS DAY will be celebrated at St Francis' Church
(corner Lonsdale and Elizabeth St, Melbourne) on Wednesday 30 th November
2022 at 5.30pm. All Welcome.
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY ASSISTING REFUGEE STUDENTS
MERCY CONNECT MELBOURNE is currently recruiting volunteers to support
Refugee Students and Asylum Seekers in Primary and Secondary schools across
the Melbourne Archdiocese. The volunteer commitment is approximately half
a day per week for 4 school terms. Experience working in an educational
setting is preferred but not limited to. Please contact Sr. Mary Lewis RSM for an
application form and further information. A Training Day for new volunteers with
emphasis on Child Safeguarding will take place prior to commencement in
2023. Email: somml@bigpond.com (preferred for contact) Tel: 9326 1895
SAFETY STATEMENT: We are committed to a safe and nurturing culture for
all children and vulnerable persons in our Church. Saint Luke the Evangelist
Parish Blackburn South holds the care, safety, wellbeing of children and
vulnerable persons as central and fundamental responsibilities of the Church.
This commitment is drawn from and inherent to the teaching and mission of
Jesus Christ, with love, justice and the sanctity of each human person at the
heart of the Gospel.

Parish Groups & Contacts

25 AND
26 JUNE
Lectors,
Registrars, Collectors,
Extraordinary
Mia Perang Ministers of the Eucharist,
Slide Projector Operator & Rosters

ST: Chelliah
Corrie Quimbo 9412 8499
Beryl
SL: Margaret Gearon - 0409 807 135
Teresa Rhynehart
Baptism Preparation
ST: Mary Italiano 9412 8499
Vietnamese Community
25 AND 26 JUNE
Andy Tran: 0422 383 109
Olive Hammill
Ahn Loc: 0434 239 212
Vietnamese Youth
Kana Chelliah
Kelvin Nguyen
kelvin.nguyen91@hotmail.com
Margaret
Gearon
Parish Bankers
ST: Barry Silvester &
Michael Kawalevski
Stewardship Counters
SL: Dale Dixon - 0433 885 087
Steve Kilroe-Smith - 0404 864 232
Parish Pastoral Council
ST: T.B.A.
SL: Lynda Kilroe-Smith
Parishes Safeguarding Committee
Theresa Nguyen, Mary Italiano,
Darren McLean - 0417 774 504
Janette Clark – 9877 2292
Fr Gerard – 9877 2292
Parish History
SL: Margaret Gearon - 0409 807 135
Whitehorse Deanery - Fr Gerard
Finance Committee
Bernard Negline
Parish Accountant
SL: Hall Hire
Sonya O’Farrell @ the
Parish Office – 9877 2292

Church Sacristan
ST: Margaret King & Hoang Nguyen
SL: Greg Grant - 0401 644 474
Church Housekeeping
ST: Margaret King 9412 8499
Church Cleaning & Flowers
SL: Megan McLean - 0419 347 693
Church Linen
SL: Beryl Kanagalinggam
Parish Garden Maintenance
ST: Des O’Connor, Leo Watson,
Anico Yee & Vietnamese Community
SL: Darren McLean - 0417 774 504
Holy Communion to the
housebound - Fr Gerard
Emmaus College School Advisory
Council Parish Rep.:
SL: Bernard O’Malley
Parish Choirs
ST: Mary Italiano & Theresa Nguyen
SL: Lina & Maria Mafi
0411 136 043
Parish & School Fete Committee
SL: Mrs. Clare Ryan - 9877 4023
School Advisory Council
ST: Ms. Anne Maree Jones 9878 4188
SL: Mrs. Clare Ryan - 9877 4023
School Parents’ Association
ST: Ms. Anne Maree Jones 9878 4188
SL: Mrs. Clare Ryan - 9877 4023
St Vincent de Paul Conference
For Assistance: 1800 305 330
(Freecall: Monday to Friday 10am-3pm)

Parish Contacts:
ST: John McCoy
SL: Tony Lobo & Steve Kilroe-Smith

Raise your voices …
Entrance Antiphon: To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame.
Nor let my enemies exult over me; and let none who hope in you be put to shame.
Response to the Psalm: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.
Alleluia!
Eucharistic Acclamation: When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your Death, O Lord, until
you come again.
Communion Antiphon: The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its increase.
LECTORS/READERS please pick up your copy of 2023 Break Open the Word from the Priest’s Sacristy this weekend
as the new Liturgical Year begins next weekend. The Proclamation of the Word is one of the more important aspects
of our Eucharistic Celebrations and it is best practice to be adequately prepared to deliver the message each time.
SUMMER SCHOOL OF EVANGELISATION 2023: Are you a young adult aged 18-35 years old? Shed the weight
of the past two years and become Alive Again at Summer School of Evangelisation Melbourne. Join other Catholic
young adults for a week of prayer, fellowship, praise & worship, catechesis and sacraments. There’s no better way to
start the year than on a retreat spent with the Lord. Jan 15-22, 2023. Early bird rates now available.
Register @ ssemelbourne.org.au or follow us on Facebook & Instagram @ssemelbourne for more info and updates.

Stay Awake! Be Ready!
First Sunday of Advent, Year A

During the season of Advent we prepare for the arrival of Jesus.
What are three things you can do to be ready for Jesus during this first week of Advent?

Try to decipher this teaching that Jesus
gave to his disciples. Draw yourself listening
to Jesus.

Help Noah and the animals find their way onto the ark so they can be ready for the flood when it comes.

Matthew 24:37-44

© Creative Ministry Resources

First Sunday of Advent
Year A
27 November 2022

Collect
Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God,
the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ
with righteous deeds at his coming,
so that, gathered at his right hand,
they may be worthy to possess the heavenly kingdom.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Readings and Commentaries
The former eucharistic acclamation, “Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again,” succinctly wove
together the past, present and future dimensions of the paschal mystery. The same perspectives are at
play throughout the four weeks of the Advent season. The prism of Advent refracts the mystery of Christ’s
coming into beams of past, present and future.
Here the future comes first. The season begins with a strong focus on Christ’s coming in judgement at the
end of time. As the weeks pass, our attention is drawn more and more to the historical drama of Christ’s
birth and how it was foreshadowed by the prophets. But hope and memory are held together throughout
by the constant coming of Christ among us and within us.
Paying attention to the “now” of Christ’s presence is a challenge at this time of year. So much is happening
around us, so many things to complete, so many things to prepare for. The secret is simple: hold fast to one
word in our hearts. That word is “Emmanuel”: God-with-us.

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
2:1–5
The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz,
concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
In the days to come
the mountain of the Temple of the Lord
shall tower above the mountains
and be lifted higher than the hills.
All the nations will stream to it,
peoples without number will come to it;
and they will say:
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the Temple of the God of Jacob
that he may teach us his ways
so that we may walk in his paths;
since the Law will go out from Zion,
and the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem.’
He will wield authority over the nations
and adjudicate between many peoples;
these will hammer their swords into ploughshares,
their spears into sickles.
Nation will not lift sword against nation,
there will be no more training for war
O House of Jacob, come,
let us walk in the light of the Lord.

First Reading

Responsorial Psalm

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 121:1–2, 4–5, 6–9

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
I rejoiced when I heard them say:
‘Let us go to God’s house.’
And now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem. R.
It is there that the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord.
For Israel’s law it is,
there to praise the Lord’s name.
There were set the thrones of judgement
of the house of David. R.
For the peace of Jerusalem pray:
‘Peace be to your homes!
May peace reign in your walls,
in your palaces, peace!’ R.
For love of my brethren and friends
I say: ‘Peace upon you!’
For love of the house of the Lord
I will ask for your good. R.

The very first reading of the season is a glorious vision
of universal peace. The prophet Isaiah depicts the hilltop city of Jerusalem as the earthly counterpart of the
heavenly mount from which God reigns. All the
peoples of the earth will flock there; everyone will
learn and follow the ways of the Lord; war will end
and peace will prevail.
With this oracle readers have the opportunity to
establish a strong spirit of Advent hope at the outset
of the season. It is a powerful declaration, full of
confidence and conviction. It has a high poetic
character that needs to be respected and not rushed
through or reduced to matter-of-fact recitation. Each
element of the oracle should be allowed its role in
depicting the scene. The vision proper is divided into
two parts by the direct speech of the people. Readers
will need to change their tone here from proclamation
to response.
Readers are inviting the assembly to see with Isaiah’s
eyes and to make the strength of his faith its own. In
brief, this text calls for positive and deliberate
delivery. When the reader eventually proclaims the
familiar words of swords being made into
ploughshares and spears into sickles, the assembly
should have no hesitation in giving their heartfelt
assent.

Psalm 121/122, used here almost in full, is a fitting
match for the first reading. Being one of the “psalms
of ascent” prayed by pilgrims on their way up the
slopes of Jerusalem, it breathes the same spirit and
uses the same words and images as Isaiah’s oracle.
Jerusalem is envisaged as a centre of unity, the seat of
judgement, and a source of joy and peace. If there is
a difference, it is that the psalm is more narrowly
focussed on the tribes of Israel rather than the nations
of the world.
Of its very nature, the response should be announced
with energy and enthusiasm. It immediately conveys
the excitement and anticipation that the pilgrims would
be sharing with one another. That is echoed in the first
stanza. The second is longer and somewhat less
exuberant, while the final two are full of urgency and
a deeply felt desire for peace.
This is a prayer to be prayed with lively faith and in
joyful spirit, but not rushed through. Its delights need
to be savoured. Readers must resist the temptation to
run the short lines together and reduce the poetry to
prose. They must also give apt verbal and visual cues
for a timely response to the six-line stanza.

A reading from the first letter of St Paul
to the Romans
13:11 –14
You know ‘the time’ has come: you must wake up now:
our salvation is even nearer than it was when we were
converted. The night is almost over, it will be daylight
soon – let us give up all the things we prefer to do
under cover of the dark; let us arm ourselves and
appear in the light. Let us live decently as people do in
the daytime: no drunken orgies, no promiscuity or
licentiousness, and no wrangling or jealousy. Let your
armour be the Lord Jesus Christ.

Second Reading
After Isaiah’s inspirational vision of universal peace,
complemented by the responsorial psalm, the second
reading delivers what may be felt as a short, sharp
shock. The brief excerpt from the final chapters of Paul’s
lengthy treatise on salvation, his letter to the Romans,
offer a blunt warning. Time is short, the works of
darkness must be abandoned, and the way of light
chosen.
The key image at play is the elemental contrast between
night and day. Paul expands on this by naming
behaviours, whether of the flesh or of the mind, that shy
away from exposure to the light. He doesn’t offer a
counter-list of the “works of day”. It’s worth noting that
most translations, unlike the Jerusalem Bible, place the
phrase “put on the armour of light” in the centre of the
passage and “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” at the end.
This latter phrase suggests the white garment in which the
newly baptised is robed.
Regular readers will be aware that many of Paul’s
sentences are long and complex. Here he is plain and
succinct. The text is a litany of direct appeals. The
urgency and passion of these appeals should be readily
conveyed by the reader. Each one calls for strong and
measured delivery. The assembly should be under no
illusion about the choice that Paul is calling for.

A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Matthew
24:37–44
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in Noah’s day, so
will it be when the Son of Man comes. For in those days
before the Flood people were eating, drinking, taking
wives, taking husbands, right up to the day Noah went
into the ark, and they suspected nothing till the Flood
came and swept all away. It will be like this when the
Son of Man comes. Then of two men in the fields one is
taken, one left; of two women at the millstone grinding,
one is taken, one left.
‘So stay awake, because you do not know the day when
your master is coming. You may be quite sure of this
that if the householder had known at what time of the
night the burglar would come, he would have stayed
awake and would not have allowed anyone to break
through the wall of his house. Therefore, you too must
stand ready because the Son of Man is coming at an
hour you do not expect.’

Gospel
Unlike the marked change of mood between the first and
second readings, the transition to the gospel is seamless.
Matthew’s account of Jesus’ warnings to his disciples is in
tune with Paul’s words to the Romans. If anything, the
gospel takes the threat a step further. Jesus emphasises
the suddenness and unpredictability of the coming of the
Son of Man. In the first two examples, the people of
Noah’s day and common labourers busy at their task had
no idea what was to happen.
The third example suggests some possibility of being
prepared for the decisive event. Disciples could be like a
householder who is foresighted enough to lie in wait for
the burglar’s intrusion. Jesus’ boldness in likening the Son
of Man to a burglar is striking. As several of his parables
show, Jesus is unafraid of invoking dubious characters as
role models when he wants to make a point.
Themes of upheaval and coming judgement dominate the
chapters of Matthew’s gospel that precede the passion
narrative. It is often unclear whether the coming crisis
that Jesus refers to is the destruction of Jerusalem or the
end-time itself. Here it’s plainly the latter. There’s a
wealth of background to the figure of the Son of Man
and the end-time in the prophets, notably Daniel 7:13-14.
On this very first day of Advent, elements of unbounded
hope are counter-balanced by sober warnings. Any
inclination we might have to sentimentalise the season is
brought up short. It’s time to choose the light.

Concluding Prayer
Solemn Blessing for Advent
May the almighty and merciful God,
by whose grace we have placed our faith
in the First Coming of his Only Begotten Son
and yearn for his coming again
sanctify us by the radiance of Christ's Advent
and enrich us with his blessing.
Amen.
As we run the race of this present life,
may he make us firm in faith,
joyful in hope and active in charity.
Amen.
So that, rejoicing now with devotion
at the Redeemer's coming in the flesh,
we may be endowed with the rich reward of eternal life
when he comes again in majesty.
Amen.
And may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit,
come down on us and remain with us for ever.
Amen.
(Adapted from the Solemn Blessing for Advent, The Roman Missal p. 709)

Forest Hill St. Vincent de Paul Society
Christmas Appeal 2022
This bulletin note is to again seek your support for St Timothy’s (Forest Hill) St
Vincent de Paul Society’s ‘Christmas Appeal’.
As you know, due to current cost of living increases and with inflation running at
over 6%, being present in the community to assist people experiencing poverty
and disadvantage is more important this Christmas than ever before.
Our appeal this year will be conducted over the weekends of the 26th/27th
November and the 3rd/4th December.
Our Christmas Appeal has been adapted so that donations can be made by
calling 131812 or online at vinnies.org.au. Donors can direct their gift to our
Conference by entering ‘Forest Hill’ in the comments field. Also, there are
postage paid envelopes available in the church foyer for cash, cheque or credit
card donations. Cash and cheque donations can be deposited in the church poor
boxes whilst credit card donations should be posted.
Alternatively, we are also appealing for goods including non-perishable food and
toiletries and these items can be left at the Piety Stall. Please note we are not
seeking donations of gifts this year. The people we assist have indicated a
preference for gift cards so they can purchase a wanted gift for their children.
Donated gift cards can be deposited in the church poor boxes, and we would
need them by the weekend of 10th/11th December to meet our distribution dates
please.
Regarding non-perishable food and toiletries, some examples of useful items
could include:
Canned food
• Fruit – peaches, pears, apricots, pineapple, fruit salad, 2-fruits.
• Vegetables – tomatoes, peas, beans, baby potatoes, carrots, asparagus.
• Soup – condensed soups including tomato, vegetable, chicken &
vegetable, beef varieties and meat-vegetable combinations.
• Other – spaghetti, baked beans, canned meat with vegetables.
Packet food
• Pasta and pasta sauce, rice, breakfast cereal, “instant” meals (e.g., instant
noodles).
Personal care & hygiene
• toilet paper, soap, shampoo, toothpaste.
All donations received are used for the local needs of the St. Timothy’s (Forest
Hill) Conference of St. Vincent de Paul Society.
Wishing you all the blessings of a happy and holy Christmas, we thank you again
for your generous support now and over the past 47 plus years.

St Vincent de Paul Society, Blackburn South
Conference – Christmas Appeal 2022.
Our Parish Conference is seeking your assistance with
the Christmas Appeal – Helping Families Survive the
Cost of Living Crisis. Your generosity has always
enabled us to provide assistance for people in the
area who are experiencing hardship. This year, the
sudden rise in the price of necessities such as rent,
food, and utilities will further disadvantage those
struggling to make ends meet. Supporting our appeal
will benefit the families we serve in this community,
mostly single parent ones with special needs. You can
support the conference’s appeal by donating in the
envelopes which will be available next weekend, by
placing your donation in the Poor Box at the back of
the church, or by placing non-perishable items in the
basket in the narthex. We are most in need of canned
fruit, canned tomatoes, pasta sauce, packets of
soups, small jars of coffee and of jam. St Vincent de
Paul said that there are no people so rich that they
have nothing to receive, and none so poor that they
have nothing to give. We thank you in advance for
your support of our work in the local community.

St. Luke's Fete
& 60th Anniversary

60th Anniversary st luke's Wine:

1 Bottle $15
2 Bottles $25
6 Bottles $75
12 Bottles $140
(Will mix, red / white)

CHRISTMAS APPEAL 2022
CONFERENCE INFORMATION KIT

Would ou like to ex erience Universi life
all the assessments & assi nments?
Yarra
Theological
Union

Become a YTU Audit Student
By enrolling in a unit without assessments and academic credits you can still fully
participate in class discussions and enjoy the whole experience of University life.
This is a great opportunity for you to learn, grow and be with like minded students
and our well respected & friendly Lecturers.
Yarra Theological Union (YTU) is situated in the quiet streets of Box Hill offering morning
and evening classes. We also have FREE and easy parking.
The usual cost to Audit the 12 week unit is $500 per unit, paid upfront.
This equates to just over $41 for a 3 hour session, per week!
Call YTU for more information 03 9890 3771

Registrar: Adam Couchman
President: Revd Dr Chris Monaghan CP
Academic Dean: Revd Dr Ross Fishburn
Postal Address: Post Office Box 79, Box Hill, Vic. 3128 Street Address: 98 Albion Road, Box Hill

Email:admin@ tu.edu.au

Website: w,Nw. tu.edu.au

Telephone: 019890 1771

